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AUDIT COMMITTEE 

 

 
Monday, 8th March, 2021 

 
Present:  Councillor Stephen Button (in the Chair), Councillors Chris Knight, 

Kate Walsh, Michael Miller and Tim O'Kane.  
 

Apologies None  

  

 
153 Apologies for Absence, Declarations of Interest, Dispensations and Substitutions 

 

There were no apologies for absence, substitutions, declarations of interest or 
dispensations.  
 

154 Minutes of the Last Meeting 
 

The minutes of the last meeting of the Audit Committee held on the 30th November 
2020 were submitted for approval as a correct record.  
 

Resolved – That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.  
 

155 Audit Plan 2020/21 Progress Report 
 

The Head of Audit & Investigations submitted a report to inform Members of the 
Audit Reports issued during the period December 2020-January 2021 and brought 
Members’ attention to the areas audited and the key issues that arose.  
 
He reported on the position at the end of January on the Audit Plan and it had been 
80.57% completed. The summary of the main issues arising from audits carried out 
during the period above were as follows: 
 

 National Non-Domestic Rates (Comprehensive assurance) 

 Contract Standing Orders (Comprehensive assurance) 

 Emails/Leaving Processes (Substantial assurance) 

 Assets of Community Value (Substantial assurance) 

 Payroll (Comprehensive assurance)  
 

Councillor Kate Walsh requested confirmation that once staff leave the authority an 
out of office is placed on their email account.  
 
The Head of Audit & Investigations responding that he was aware of these specific 
instances and this had been actioned, although some email accounts will still 
remain live in the background for a certain time period..  
 
Councillor Tim O’Kane raised a query around an opening ceremony at Civic Hall, 
Clayton. The Head of Audit & Investigations confirmed the Asset of Community 
Value audit is only for specific buildings and wouldn’t contradict the opening at the 
Civic Hall.  
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Resolved – That the report be noted for informational purposes.     
 

156 Follow-Ups Progress Report 
 

The Committee considered a report from the Head of Audit & Investigations, which 
informed Members of the outcome of routine follow-ups, following the previously 
agreed action plans for completed Audit Reports.  
 
This report covers the period December 2020 – January 2021. The audit areas 
followed up and any key issues were detailed within an Appendix to the main report 
and included the following areas: 
 

 Corporate Strategy 

 Hyndburn Hub Shopping Vouchers 

 Cash receipting  
 
All actions have been implemented and there are no issues.  
 
Resolved – That the Committee notes the content of the report for 
informational purposes. 
 

157 Audit Plan 2021/22 
 

The Head of Audit & Investigations submitted a report to inform Audit Committee 
about the Internal Audit Plan for the financial year 2021/22. The Committee were 
requested to approve the proposed Internal Audit Plan for 2021/22 and to grant 
delegated authority to the Head of Audit & Investigations to make any minor 
amendments to the Audit Plan proposed by Corporate Management Team without 
the need for the Internal Audit Plan to be re-approved.  
 

The 2021/22 Internal Audit Plan has had some alterations which reflect the changes 
that have occurred within the Council and changes to streamline the plan. The Head 
of Audit & Investigations discussed the amendments, additions and rolled forward 
Audit areas set out in the report.  
 

Councillor Tim O’Kane raised questions on debt recovery and asked if the Council 
had given people extra time during Covid when bailiffs are attending 
houses/businesses. The Head of Audit & Investigations responded that due to 
courts not being open all through the year we haven’t seen as much activity through 
the agents of the Council, we have an agreement in place of what we accept and 
not accept in terms of bailiff activity.  
 
Councillor Chris Knight raised questions around medium risks and the costs to the 
borough for fly tipping and waste incidents. The Head of Audit & Insurance went 
through a large list of medium risks to the Committee and responded that he would 
come back to the Committee regarding fly tipping.  
 
Councillor Kate Walsh commented that homeworking is great for staff but this can 
also result in risks such as back problems. She also raised questions regarding staff 
timesheets/clockcards. The Head of Audit & Investigations responded that these are 
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accessed via our computers and work in line with the Council’s Flexible Working 
Policy.  
 
Chair commented that we are still part of the pandemic, there will be a degree of 
slippage on certain audits but generally audit gain time on other areas.  
 
Resolved - (i) That the Internal Audit Plan for the financial year 2021/22 be 

approved; 
 

(ii) That authority be delegated to the Head of Audit & 
Investigations to make any minor amendments to the Audit 
Plan 
- proposed by Corporate Management Team without the 

need for the Internal Audit Plan to be re-approved. 
 

- to allow audit resources to be diverted at short notice to 
risks and issues arising from the Council’s ongoing 
response to the Covid19 Pandemic without the need for the 
Internal Audit Plan to be reapproved. 

 
 

158 Statement of Accounts 2019/20 Update 
 

The Head of Accountancy informed the Committee on the production of the Annual 
Accounts and the External Audit of them. 
 

He reported that following the impact of COVID 19 and the pressures on Local 
Government there has been delays.  
 

The public inspection of the Accounts has taken place.  
 
The formal Audit findings will be reported at the next Audit Committee in July 2021.  
 
Resolved –   (i) That the report be noted for informational purposes. 
 

(ii) That the Committee notes the progress made to have an 
audited Statement of Accounts ready for Audit Committee 
approval.  
 
(iii) That the Committee delegate authority to the Chair of the 
Audit Committee to approve the accounts on completion of the 
audit subject to them being brought to the Audit Committee 
meeting following approval.  

 
 

159 Annual Accounts 2020/21 Arrangements 
 

The Head of Accountancy submitted a report to update the Audit Committee on the 
arrangements made to date and the implications of the changes required for the 
Council ahead of the closure of the 2020/21 accounts.  
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The Audit Committee were requested to approve the accounting policies to be used 
in producing the Statement of Accounts as set out in Appendix 1. 
 
The Head of Accountancy explained the Council has a statutory duty to approve the 
accounts for 2020/21 by the 31st July, he stated this year it may possibly change.  
 
Councillor Michael Miller raised some questions about Capital receipts and the 
Head of Accountancy responded.  
 
Resolved  – (i) To note the report and arrangements that the Council is 

making in advance of the closure of accounts for the year 
2020/21.  

   
(ii)To approve the proposed the proposed accounting   policies to 
be followed in producing the Statement of Accounts as shown in 
Appendix 1.  

 
160 Progress Update (Grant Thornton) 

 
Andrew J Smith and Helen Stevenson were in attendance on behalf of the external 
auditors, Grant Thornton, to provide a verbal update.  
 
The auditors are still working on the Draft Statement of Accounts 2019/20, there are 
no major issues other than due to remote auditing it has taken longer and they are 
expecting to conclude this month. 
 
Looking to get back on a normal tabletime with the 2020/21 Audit and work towards 
a September deadline, unless the official deadline is delayed until November again, 
not yet confirmed... 
 
They informed the committee that the national audit office have revised,the code of 
audit practice enchancing the value for money audit work so a further update will be 
brought back to a later meeting.  
 

161 Time/Date of the next meeting 
 

The next meeting of the Committee was due to be held on Monday 19th July 2021 at 
5.00pm.  
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


