COUNCIL

Thursday, 4th July, 2019

Present: Councillor June Harrison (Mayor), Councillors Addison, Josh Allen,

Mohammad Ayub, Jean Battle, Sara Britcliffe, Stephen Button,
Andrew Clegg, Loraine Cox, Paul Cox, Munsif Dad BEM JP,

Tony Dobson, Stewart Eaves, Diane Fielding, Melissa Fisher,
Glen Harrison, Marlene Haworth, Stephanie Haworth, Abdul Khan,
Chris Knight, Patrick McGinley, Michael Miller, Jenny Molineux,
Tim O'Kane, Parkins, Bernadette Parkinson, Miles Parkinson OBE,
Joyce Plummer, Kath Pratt, Jeff Scales and Paddy Short

Apologies: Councillors Noordad Aziz, Eamonn Higgins, Terry Hurn and Kate Walsh
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Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Noordad Aziz,
Eamonn Higgins, Terry Hurn and Kate Walsh.

Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
There were no declarations of interest or dispensations.
Announcements

1) The Late Chris Reid and Mike Chambers

The Mayor paid tribute to former Councillor Chris Reid and former Chief Executive
Mr Mike Chambers, who had passed away last month.

Former Labour councillor, Chris Reid, had passed away on Friday 14™ June 2019,
aged 63 years. Chris had attended Royal Blackburn Hospital for a routine operation
in May, but later developed pneumonia, from which sadly he did not recover.

Mr Reid, from Great Harwood, served as Netherton ward councillor in the town for
eight years, from 1990 until 1998, and was a ‘passionate’ NHS activist. He was
born in Dublin and previously lived in Accrington before moving to Great Harwood in
1986.

He helped lead the recent Save Accrington Victoria Walk-in Centre campaign, was
chair of the Great Harwood Patients Participation Group and was previously a
Labour Group secretary and local party secretary as well as being an Accrington
Stanley season ticket holder. He had worked as a driver on Hyndburn Transport
and then as a truck driver.

He was good husband to his wife, Ruth, and a father and grandfather of five.



Mike Chambers had passed away on Friday 21 June 2019. Mike was 62, and had
been diagnosed in August with a Brain tumour. He passed away peacefully at
home with his family — Caroline, Tom and Lettie.

Mr Chambers was Chief Executive of Hyndburn Borough Council from 1995 to
2003, prior to the current Chief Executive, Mr Welsby, taking up the post. He was a
dedicated local government officer and served the people of Hyndburn faithfully.
Away from work, Mr Chambers was a keen mountaineer.

The Leader of the Council, Councillor Miles Parkinson OBE, and Councillors Abdul
Khan, Munsif Dad, Tony Dobson, Jean Battle, Tim O’Kane and Judith Addison also
added their tributes.

A minute’s silence was held as a mark of respect.

2) Queen’s Birthday Honours

The Mayor reported that the Council had recently received the marvellous news that
two of its councillors had been recognised in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List,
published on Saturday 8" June 2019.

Councillor Miles Parkinson had been awarded Officer of the Order of the British
Empire (OBE), for political service.

Councillor Munsif Dad JP had been awarded Medallist of the Order of the British
Empire (BEM), for political service.

The Mayor presented a framed Certificate of Record and a copy of the Official
Public Record from the London Gazette to each councillor. The Chamber was filled
with applause.

Councillors Miles Parkinson OBE and Munsif Dad BEM JP spoke about their
introduction to public life, some memorable experiences and the support they had
received from their families.

3) Recent Events

The Mayor reported that, since her appointment to office, she had attended
numerous wonderful events along with the Mayoress. It was not possible to do
justice to them all by mentioning them at the meeting. However, the following
deserved a special mention:-

The Accrington Carnival, which had taken place on Sunday 23rd June, was a
spectacular occasion, with crowds lining the route of the procession and flocking to
the many attractions on the new Town Square and on Broadway. The weather was
kind and the Mayor and Mayoress enjoyed a ride in the open air at the rear of a
vintage-style limousine. Both the Mayor and Mayoress had lovely time and it was
hoped that other councillors, residents and visitors alike enjoyed the day too.
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The Mayor thanked the organisers for their hard work in planning and running the
event and all those who participated, for making the event such a success. The
Mayor indicated that she was looking forward to the next Carnival in 2021. The
Leader of the Council added his thanks to all concerned.

The following day had seen the start of Armed Forces Week and the Mayor had
been proud to be presented with the Armed Forces Day Flag by the Lord-
Lieutenant, Mr Charles Hadcock, DL, at a ceremony in front of Accrington Town
Hall. The event marked Hyndburn’s support for past, present and future Armed
Forces. It was the Borough’s chance to celebrate and thank its Armed Forces and
show its support for all they do to protect people and keep the country safe.

The end of that week was also marked by a short ceremony on Monday 1st July, in
Church Street Gardens, to commemorate the anniversary of the start the Battle of
the Somme and the sacrifice made by the Accrington Pals and so many others
during that campaign. They would always be remembered.

4)  Accrington Pals Memorial

The Leader of the Council indicated that he had recently been contacted by Colonel
Geoffrey Norton (retired), an expert historian on the Pals battalions, about a
fundraising effort for a footpath to the Sheffield Memorial Park near Serre-les-
Puisieux, Pas-de-Calais, France. The park is the site of the Accrington Pals
Memorial and various other memorials and is close to several cemeteries containing
war graves with links to Lancashire and Yorkshire. Some £20k has already been
raised towards the cost of the footpath and Hyndburn Borough Council intends to
make a contribution to the cost, alongside funding from the local French Mayor.

5) Civic Sunday

The Mayor reported that a Civic Sunday event was due to be held at 2:00pm on 21
July 2019, at St Anne’s Catholic Church, Cobham Road, Accrington. All councillors
and members of the public were welcome to attend.

6) Long Service Award - Councillor Jean Battle

The Leader of the Council reported that Councillor Jean Battle had recently
achieved 20 years service with the Council. Accordingly, her name would be added
to the commemorative board at the Town Hall. He congratulated her and recounted
that she had served on numerous different committees during this time and had
represented several different wards with distinction.

Confirmation of Minutes

The minutes of the Council meetings held on 16" and 25" May 2019 were
submitted for approval as a correct record.
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Resolved - That the Minutes of the Council meetings held
on 16" and 25" May 2019 be approved as a
correct record.

Question Time

The Mayor reported that the following question had been received from a member
of the public, Mr lan Robinson, in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 2.2(vi).
The question was put to the Leader of the Council.

“After my recent disappointment in planning regarding my application for Glamping
cabins in Great-Harwood. Refused.

| would like a survey of Hyndburn Borough Council in the chamber by recorded
show of hands, if they thought my brilliant idea of Glamping (the first one in
Hyndburn) is a good one. Irrespective of greenbelt as this is being reviewed as we
speak. One of the reasons | went forward with this was the review highlighted the
possibility of removing my land from the greenbelt.

And | do believe that the planners are negotiating building 400 houses on the
adjacent field to mine including my land. As we speak | am waiting for an offer to
sell.”

The Leader of the Council thanked Mr Robinson for his question and responded as
follows:-

Firstly on the technical point, it is not possible for a member of the public to ask
Council for a recorded vote or show of hands. The Council’'s Standing Orders do
not permit this and there is a good reason for this, which leads into the second
point.

There is no motion or recommendation before the Council on which members can
vote. Members cannot be asked to vote on anything unless they know the detail of
what they are voting for.

The Leader of the Council expressed a view that he believed that most councillors
would not object to glamping in itself or as an issue of principle. Everything
depends on the context. Something that is acceptable to Members and welcomed
in one location, may be totally unacceptable if situated somewhere else.

Under the circumstances, Council should not be asked to usurp or influence the
work of the Planning Committee. When that Committee considered Mr Robinson’s
application for planning permission, it did so with the benefit of a full report setting
out the legal and policy considerations relevant to the decision, together with the
planning officer’s advice. A decision has now been made on the application and
planning law prescribes the routes available to Mr Robinson if he is dissatisfied with
the Committee’s decision.

Changes of Appointments to Committees
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A report was considered requesting a change to be made to the appointments to
Committees for 2019/20 to accommodate the wishes of the Conservative Group.
Approval was sought to the appointment of Councillor Patrick McGinley in place of
Councillor Josh Allen within the Conservative Group appointments to the
Communities and Wellbeing Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Resolved - That approval be granted to the appointment of
Councillor Patrick McGinley in place of
Councillor Josh Allen within the Conservative
Group appointments to the Communities and
Wellbeing Overview and Scrutiny Committee
with immediate effect.

APPG Definition on Islamophobia

The Leader of the Council submitted a report proposing that the Council adopts the
Definition of Islamophobia agreed by the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on
British Muslims. The APPG had published its Definition of Islamophobia last
December, based on extensive consultation. It read:

“Islamophobia is rooted in racism and is a type of racism that targets expressions of
Muslimness or perceived Muslimness.”

Councillors Judith Addison, Munsif Dad, Jean Battle, Abdul Khan, Mohammad
Ayub, Stewart Eaves and Glen Harrison spoke in support of this proposal and
warned of the negative impact of religious intolerance and extremism on community
cohesion. Councillor Ayub indicated that the decision was particularly timely, since
next week marked the Memorial Week of the Srebrenica massacre and events were
being held within the local Muslim community, including an event on Monday 8™
July 2019 at the Razid Jamia Masjid Mosque’s Community Centre.

Resolved - That the Council agrees to adopt the All-Party
Parliamentary Group (APPG) on British
Muslims’ Definition on Islamophobia and
ensures that this is reflected in its Equality and
Diversity Scheme and other relevant policies.

Minutes of Cabinet

The minutes of the meetings of Cabinet held on 20" March and 5™ June 2019 were
submitted.

The following issues were raised from the minutes:

Cabinet Meeting, 20" March 2019 — Minute 353, Minute of Boards, Panels and
Working Groups — Councillor Judith Addison, referred to the Disabled Facilities
Grant process, and related the story of one resident who had experienced
significant barriers to being able to access the grant. It had been recommended by
the Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee in February 2019 to establish a
cross party Working Group to look at resolving any issues associated with the
grants process. However, no further information had been provided on this matter.

5
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The Leader of the Council responded that he would be pleased to look into the
issue of a cross party Working Group for the Disabled Facilities Grant (DFG).
However, the policy was currently being reviewed. A presentation had been given
to Cabinet members recently, which had highlighted the opportunities to use
increased DFG funding in a more responsive way.

Cabinet Meeting, 5" June 2019 — Minute 24, Accrington and Rossendale and
Nelson and Colne Colleges — Councillor Judith Addison expressed disappointment
that the presentation by Amanda Melton, Chief Executive of the two colleges, had
not been made to the whole Council, as the content of the presentation had been
extremely interesting. An undertaking had been given to hold a future meeting with
Cabinet Members at Accrington and Rossendale College. She asked if all
councillors could be invited to participate in that visit.

The Leader of the Council responded that it should be possible to facilitate the
involvement of all councillors in any future visit.

Other Matters

Councillor Sara Britcliffe referred to an e-mail that she had received some time ago
in connection with a meeting about the Accrington Arndale Centre. She asked if the
proposed meeting had now taken place and, if so, what was the outcome.

The Leader of the Council responded that the first meeting planned had been
cancelled, and by the time a second meeting had been arranged a serious legal
matter had arisen. He issue had still not been resolved and, as a consequence, it
would not be appropriate at this stage to hold a meeting. Once the legal issues had
been resolved the meeting would go ahead.

Resolved - That the Minutes be received and noted.
Minutes of Committees

The Minutes of the following meetings were submitted:

COMMITTEE DATE
Audit Committee 11" March 2019
Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee (Call-In) 14™ March 2019

Judicial Committee (Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Licensing) 20™ March 2019

Communities and Wellbeing Overview and Scrutiny Committee 21° March 2019
Planning (Trees) Sub Committee 4™ April 2019
Management Review Committee 10" April 2019
Planning Committee 24" April 2019
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Resolved - That the Minutes be received and noted.
Motion(s) submitted on Notice

1) Notice Submitted on Motion — M65

The following motion submitted by Councillor Noordad Aziz was moved by
Councillor Munsif Dad and seconded by Councillor Stewart Eaves under Council
Procedure Rule A9:-

“That this Council resolves to write to Highways England and Transport for the
North in relation to the consultation currently being undertaken in relation to the
M65. We in Hyndburn have been at the forefront of making the case for the M65 to
link into Yorkshire and the A1(M). We also attach in the letter the past motions
related to the M65 to highlight the unanimity of support from within the council
chambers for better infrastructure in the region. We in Hyndburn wholeheartedly
support a complete link up from M65 to the A1(M) allowing East Lancashire to
access regional economic centres, airport and ports more easily and efficiently.

Better road links and infrastructure from this area will promote economic and social
mobility by allowing improving access and adding capacity on the Road network in
the North especially East-West Connectivity. A number of examples are outlined
below:

1. For Hyndburn both the nearest International Airports from Accrington,
Manchester International Airport and Leeds Bradford International Airport are
almost equidistant but the average commute time is almost 66% greater for Leeds
Bradford compared to Manchester. This restricts access for commuters in East
Lancashire and leads to normally incurring a premium to use Manchester Airport.
Leeds Bradford has plans to increase passenger numbers to 7 million from the
current 4 million and that can only be achieved with better links from East
Lancashire and the upgrade of the M65 to link into Yorkshire.

2. Access to more high skilled jobs from East Lancashire region. The number
of high skilled jobs have eroded as the industry has declined in the area. The M65
link will allow access to large corporates as well as access to Leeds, the largest
Financial Services Sector in the United Kingdom outside Canary Wharf worth an
estimated £2.1bn. This will allow commutable time to be around 1hr. This
improved accessibility will allow East Lancashire to attempt to stem the Brain Drain,
where it loses its best and brightest to the economic centres due to limited career
prospects in the region.

3. The M65 Link to Yorkshire will give access to new markets for businesses
based in East Lancashire as well more efficient routes to the ports on the east
coast. Road Freight from East Lancashire is limited to the congested M62 or
country roads along the A59. Neither is fit for purpose and are operating at full
capacity throughout the day. Companies in the area like Emerson & Renwick,
Senator, Simon Jersey, Exertis and Wham to name a few based out of Lancashire
would benefit significantly due better access improving East-West Connectivity.



The new Frontier Park development in Hyndburn would have a multiplier effect with
better connectivity of the M65.

4. Unlock potential and regenerate some of the most deprived areas in the
United Kingdom. On the current M65 sit some of the most deprived communities in
the UK. Better connectivity from the area of the M65 would attract inward
investment into these areas thereby creating regeneration within these communities
as well as the establishment of new industry using the strength and knowledge of
the area in the Manufacturing sector.

To summarise, the opportunity for the M65 to link into Yorkshire to improve East-
West Connectivity is a once in a lifetime opportunity and it can act as a driver to
transform the whole of East Lancashire and positively drive economic development
and social mobility.”

After a debate, the motion was put to the vote and declared carried.

Resolved (1) That this Council resolves to write to Highways
England and Transport for the North in relation
to the consultation currently being undertaken
in relation to the M65, on the basis that
Hyndburn has been at the forefront of making
the case for the M65 to link into Yorkshire and
the A1(M)

(2) That this Council also attaches to the letter the
past motions relating to the M65 to highlight the
unanimity of support from within the council
chambers for better infrastructure in the region.

(3) That the letter should express the view that we
in Hyndburn wholeheartedly support a complete
link up from M65 to the A1(M) allowing East
Lancashire to access regional economic
centres, airport and ports more easily and
efficiently.

2) Notice Submitted on Motion — Power Up The North

The following motion submitted by Councillor Noordad Aziz was moved by
Councillor Munsif Dad and seconded, in the absence of Councillor Kate Walsh, by
Councillor Loraine Cox under Council Procedure Rule A9:-

“That this Council recognises the campaign launched in June 2019 by media outlets
across the North titled Power Up The North. The north-south divide is not new, but
after nearly a decade of austerity and many more of London-centric control, it is
time to acknowledge the disparity between the North and South especially when it
comes to infrastructure investment as well as the ability and capacity to attract
inward investment and the earning capacity.



We therefore resolve to add our support to the campaign as well as writing to the
government asking for an end to austerity and a commitment to an investment
programme in significant transport infrastructure, in education and up-skilling, and in
renewal and regeneration to drive Hyndburn and the North forward.”

After a debate, the motion was put to the vote and declared carried.

Resolved (1) That this Council recognises the campaign
launched in June 2019 by media outlets across
the North titled Power Up The North and
believes that it is time to acknowledge the
disparity between the North and South,
especially when it comes to infrastructure
investment as well as the ability and capacity to
attract inward investment and the earning
capacity.

(2) This Council resolves to add its support to the
campaign, as well as writing to the government
asking for an end to austerity and a
commitment to an investment programme in
significant transport infrastructure, in education
and up-skilling, and in renewal and regeneration
to drive Hyndburn and the North forward.

3) Notice Submitted on Motion — Free TV Licences for the Over 75s

The following motion was moved by Councillor Glen Harrison and seconded by
Councillor Steward Eaves under Council Procedure Rule A9:-

“This Council recognises that social isolation is a distinct possibility for many of
those in Hyndburn who fall into the category of having their free TV licences
removed.

For many Hyndburn Residents television is a means of interaction and contact with
the wider world. If this free TV licence is to be removed, this could also have
consequences on their ability to afford such an extra cost, with the amount the
government intend to save with this endeavour being small, but the impact
potentially being significant.

This Council proposes to write to the BBC and the Minister for Culture Media and
Sports, calling for the Free TV licence for over 75s to remain.”

After a debate, the motion was put to the vote. In accordance with Council
Procedure Rule 16.5, six members present requested that a recorded vote be
taken. The votes were recorded as follows:-

For the Motion:



Councillors Judith Addison, Josh Allen, Mohammad Ayub, Jean Battle, Sara
Britcliffe, Stephen Button, Andrew Clegg, Loraine Cox, Paul Cox, Munsif Dad, Tony
Dobson, Stewart Eaves, Diane Fielding, Melissa Fisher, Glen Harrison, June
Harrison, Marlene Haworth, Stephanie Haworth, Abdul Khan, Chris Knight, Patrick
McGinley, Michael Miller, Jenny Molineux, Tim O'Kane, Dave Parkins, Bernadette
Parkinson, Miles Parkinson, Joyce Plummer, Kath Pratt, Jeff Scales and Paddy
Short.

Against the Motion:

None

Abstentions:

None

The motion was therefore carried.

Resolved (1) This Council recognises that social isolation is
a distinct possibility for many of those in
Hyndburn who fall into the category of having
their free TV licences removed, since for many
Hyndburn Residents television is a means of
interaction and contact with the wider world.

(2) This Council agrees to write to the BBC and the
Minister for Culture Media and Sports, calling
for the Free TV licence for over 75s to remain.

4) Notice Submitted on Motion — Integrated Home Service Improvement
Contracts

The following motion was moved by Councillor Paul Cox and seconded by
Councillor Steward Eaves under Council Procedure Rule A9:-

“This Council notes with great concern that Lancashire County Council have agreed
to end the integrated home service improvement contracts in 2020.

We believe ending these will have a huge impact on Hyndburn residents who rely
heavily on this service to live with independence, dignity and respect. We are also
concerned that the majority of these users are in a financially weak position and this
will only make this situation worse. Also the impact to the health service will far out
way any short term saving cuts that are being made.

We resolve to write to both the Leader of Lancashire County Council, County
Councillor Geoff Driver, and the Rt Hon Matt Hancock, Secretary of State for Health
and Social Care, and ask that both these Conservative administrations review these
decisions and their impending effects on both the Health Service and Hyndburn
residents.”
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After a debate, the motion was put to the vote and declared carried.

Resolved (1) This Council notes with great concern that
Lancashire County Council have agreed to end
the integrated home service improvement
contracts in 2020.

(2) This Council believes that ending these
contracts will have a huge impact on Hyndburn
residents who rely heavily on this service to live
with independence, dignity and respect; that the
majority of these users are in a financially weak
position and this will only make this situation
worse; and that the impact to the health service
will far out way any short term saving cuts that
are being made.

(3) This Council agrees to write to both the Leader
of Lancashire County Council, County
Councillor Geoff Driver and the Rt Hon Matt
Hancock, Secretary of State for Health and
Social Care, and asks that both these
Conservative administrations review these
decisions and their impending effects on both
the Health Service and Hyndburn residents.

5) Notice Submitted on Motion — Stanhill Road Motorway Bridge

The following motion was moved by Councillor Glen Harrison and seconded by
Councillor Chris Knight under Council Procedure Rule A9:-

“This Council recognises that the state of mental health provision nationally is vastly
underfunded which impacts on residents in Hyndburn.

The motorway bridge on Stanhill Road over the M65 motorway had two suicide
attempts in four days. A multitude of incidents have occurred at that location since
the bridge was first constructed, including youths throwing stones at oncoming
traffic. Shockingly Highways England believe that the railings at this bridge meet
the required safety standards.

This Council resolves to write to Highways England, recommending that works take
place to raise the railings around this bridge which is yards from a children’s play
area.”

After a debate, the motion was put to the vote and declared carried.
Resolved (1) This Council recognises that the state of mental
health provision nationally is vastly

underfunded which impacts on residents in
Hyndburn.
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(2) This Council notes that the motorway bridge on
Stanhill Road over the M65 motorway had two
suicide attempts in four days and that a
multitude of incidents have occurred at that
location since the bridge was first constructed,
including youths throwing stones at oncoming
traffic, however, Highways England believe that
the railings at this bridge meet the required
safety standards.

(3) This Council resolves to write to Highways
England, recommending that works take place
to raise the railings around this bridge which is
yards from a children’s play area.

6) Notice Submitted on Motion - Use of Herbicides and Pesticides

The following motion was moved by Councillor Sara Britcliffe under Council
Procedure Rule A9:-

“That the Council review their use of herbicides and pesticides now, including and in
particular the use of Glyphosate, and speak with other local Councils about how
they have been able to stop using such chemicals around their Boroughs and also,
continue to follow in the footsteps of other boroughs in becoming a pesticide free
town.”

In accordance with Council Procedure Rule A12(a), Councillor Britcliffe sought to
alter the written motion as follows:-

After the words “...herbicides and pesticides...” delete the word “now,” and insert
the words “and have it finished before next Spring” and after the words “...pesticide
free town” insert the words “and look at planting of wildflower habitats on
roundabouts, grass verges and disused land”.

The consent of the meeting was not given to the alteration. The original motion was
then seconded by Councillor Josh Allen.

The following amendment was moved by Councillor Paul Cox and seconded by the
Leader of the Council:-

e Delete the words “That the Council...” and substitute with “That Lancashire
County Council...”;

e Delete the words “...now, including...”;

e Delete the words “the use of Glyphosate,...” and substitute “...the
specification for Glyphosate on the highways and footpaths as stated within
their Public Realm Agreement...”;

e Delete the words “...about how they have been able to stop...” and substitute
“...across Lancashire to see if they have stopped...”; and
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e Delete the “s” in “Boroughs” and the following words “...and also, continue to
follow in the footsteps of other boroughs in becoming a pesticide free town”.

The Mayor was of the view that the above constituted a valid amendment.

Councillor Cox explained the reason for the proposed amendment which was
because the pesticide used by Lancashire County Council on the highway
comprised 92% of pesticide usage in the Borough, with only 8% of usage
attributable to Hyndburn Borough Council.

After a debate, the amendment was put to the vote and declared carried,
whereupon it became the substantive motion, as follows:-

“That Lancashire County Council review their use of herbicides and pesticides and
in particular the specification for Glyphosate on the highways and footpaths as
stated within their Public Realm Agreement and speak with other local Councils
across Lancashire to see if they have stopped using such chemicals around their
Borough.”

The substantive motion was put to the vote without further debate and declared
carried.

Resolved - That this Council calls upon Lancashire County
Council to review their use of herbicides and
pesticides and in particular the specification for
Glyphosate on the highways and footpaths as
stated within their Public Realm Agreement and
to speak with other local Councils across
Lancashire to see if they have stopped using
such chemicals around their Borough.

The Mayor reminded Members that the next meeting of the Council was not until

19" September 2019 and she wished all in attendance a pleasant summer and
happy holiday for those going away.

Chair of the meeting
at which the minutes were confirmed
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